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3. Waorani Resistance to the Auction of Oil Rights in 
Ecuador: Grassroots and Litigation-Based Approaches in 
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5. The Ecuadorian and Guatemalan Contexts Compared: 
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6. Indigenous Rights as a Vehicle to Raise Costs Associated 
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peoples	who	have	lived	on	them	for	centuries.	From	our	cases	studies,	environmentalists	
have	every	incentive	to	maintain	and	form	strong	connections	with	Indigenous	peoples.	In	
Ecuador,	the	Waorani	were	successful	in	halting	the	auction	of	oil	rights	on	their	traditional	
territory	by	invoking	Indigenous	rights.	In	contrast,	the	rights	of	nature	argument	–	
associated	with	the	environmentalist	movement	–	was	unsuccessful.	In	Guatemala,	where	
Indigenous	rights	principles	such	as	FPIC	are	rarely	applied	by	national	institutions,	
grassroots	resistance	to	environmentally	destructive	practices	nonetheless	coalesced	
around	them.		
7. Conclusion 
	
Indigenous	rights-based	arguments	have	the	potential	to	shift	power	relations	from	
governments	and	corporations	to	Indigenous	communities.	In	this	paper,	I	show	that	
Indigenous	rights	–	as	defined	in	international	documents	such	as	UNDRIP	–	hold	great	
promise	for	slowing	and/or	halting	environmentally	destructive	extractive	projects.	Based	
on	case	studies	from	Ecuador	and	Guatemala,	I	tease	out	strategies	that	may	be	most	
effective	in	this	regard.	Indigenous	rights-based	arguments	appear	most	effective	when	
robust	grassroots	initiatives	are	combined	with	litigation.	While	grassroots	approaches	are	
preferable	where	power	structures	are	less	unfavourable,	as	in	Guatemala,	success	is	more	
likely	when	such	approaches	are	diversified.	In	Ecuador,	where	the	power	structures	were	
more	favourable,	litigation	had	a	greater	chance	of	success.	Crucially	though,	the	Waorani	
combined	litigation	with	a	robust,	multi-faceted,	and	inclusive	grassroots	strategy.	
Combined	approaches	therefore	hold	significant	promise	vis-à-vis	environmental	
protection.	
	
